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The Bioassessment Work Group reviewed the AVTEX (Virg1n1a)-s1te environ-
mental contamination problem and the following comments and recommendations
are provided,

Ecological Needs - The discharge and groundwater contamination has a
potential impact on the wartnwater%fishery resources of the South Fork of
the Shenandoah River. The VA Water Control Board has demonstrated an Impact
from the site on the stream biota*through a benthlc survey* It has been
reported that screening toxldty tests performed by the EPA Duluth Laboratory
Indicate an active toxic problem from the site discharge. Discharge/water
quality evaluation Indicates that zinc water quality criteria may be exceeded,

'Data Needs - In addition to,tox1cs In the active discharge, there 1s
j considerable evidence that groundwater sources are contaminated. Toxics

Identification and pathways (groundwater, underground leakage, etc.) need
to be better defined and characterized. .

Recommendations -

0 Chronic toxicity tests should be required on the permitted discharges.

0 A comprehensive Investigation of all possible sources - deep and
shallow aquifers as well as the point source for zinc concentrations to the
river and to the groundwater.

0 Benthlc biology evaluations have recently been performed by the
VA State Water Control Board and document stream Impacts on the facility
and therefore, additional biota surveys are not recommended.
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